
Allerdale Borough Council

Planning Application Performance Update 

Introduction

As members will be aware the Government considers that the performance of local 
authorities in deciding applications for planning permission is crucial to achieving the 
objectives of building homes people can afford to buy and supporting economic 
growth. The Government therefore monitors the performance of local planning 
authorities against defined thresholds and has introduced powers to designate 
authorities that fail to meet these thresholds as underperforming. Where a local 
planning authority is designated as underperforming applicants have the option of 
submitting their applications direct to the Planning Inspectorate for determination.

Following discussion with the Chair of the Development Panel it is considered that it 
would be beneficial to provide regular updates to the Panel in relation to the 
performance of the Council in relation to the threshold criteria. 

Performance threshold criteria and current performance

The performance of local planning authorities is assessed by Government of the basis 
of thresholds relating to the speed and quality of decision making:

 the speed with which applications are dealt with measured by the proportion of 
applications that are dealt within the statutory time or an agreed extended time 
period.

 the quality of decisions made by local planning authorities measured by the 
proportion of decision on applications that are subsequently overturned at 
appeal.

Performance is measured over a rolling 24 month period. 

For 2018 the thresholds and assessment periods measured against the performance 
information published by MHCLG for Allerdale is set out below:

Measure 2018 Threshold Assessment Period Allerdale 
Speed – major applications 60% Oct 2015-Sept 2017 100%
Quality – major development 10% April 2015-Mar 2017 0%
Speed – non-major development 70% Oct 2015-Sept 2017 93.6%
Quality – non-major development 10% April 2015-Mar 2017 0.5%

It can be seen from the figures above that in terms of the Government’s performance 
criteria the Council is performing well and is not at risk of designation in 2018. 

To seeks to ensure these high levels of performance are maintained more aspirational 
targets for the speed of determination of planning applications have been set in the 
Council’s Business Plan for 2018/19. These are monitored on a monthly basis and 
reported to Executive on a quarterly basis as part of the Councils overall performance 



reporting. Performance updates are also provided to MHCLG on a quarterly basis as 
a statutory return:

For 2018/19 the Business Plan target for the speed of determination of planning 
applications is 90% for both major and non-major applications. At the end of March 
2018 the performance figures for major applications had fallen slightly to 98.85% as a 
result of one application being determined outside the statutory period but risen to 
92.4% for non-major applications demonstrating that performance remains 
consistently high. 
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